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Partner Study

Investigator meeting EACS

Brussels   17th October 2013

Agenda

• Welcome 

• Status of PARTNER

• Follow up of Heterosexual couples 

• Update on PARTNER phase 2

Welcome
Study update
Tina Bruun

Enrolment by month Sep. 2010 to Oct. 2013
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Recruitment by month

Homosexual/heterosexual 
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Total enrolment:1109

Enrolment goal: 1374

MSM
426
38% HS

683
62%

Couples enrolled and MSM/Hetero

PARTNER 
Follow-up data and projections

Tina Bruun

Retention in PARTNER

Breakdown of reasons for leaving the study for the first 100 
couples who dropped out: 

40%

11%2%

15%

23%

9%

Relationship broke up

Moved away

Dead

Desire not to take part in
PARTNER anymore
Clinic does not know the
reason
Considered themselves not
eligible anymore

Why only 87% of couple years of follow-up are 
eligible for the primary analysis?

19%

7%

25%
16%

33%

Because of missing HIV test

Because data on unprotected sex
missing

Because data on unprotected sex
negative

Because no VL measurement
available in the last year preceding
each day

Because most recent VL is
detectable (>200 copies)

Payments and retention rates Payments and retention rates 

To be complete a follow up year must comprise :
• 2 follow up questionnaires from the HIV negative partner

• 2 follow up questionnaires from the HIV positive partner

• 2 eCRF from the positive partner 

• 2 eCRF from the negative partner 

• 1 HIV test

• One VL

• The total funding amount to sites is £180 per 
complete follow up year.
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PARTNER phase 2
June 2014 till June 2017

Jens Lundgren

PARTNER stage 2
June 2014-June 2017

Inclusion criteria: MSM sero- different couples have

had condomless anal sex in the past 4 weeks priori

to enrolment.

Aim: to estimate the transmission risk in anal sex  and to 
investigate partnerships do not use condoms, to describe 
the proportion who begin to adopt consistent condom use. 

Goal: to continue follow of MSM couples in 

PARTNER study and to enroll 500 couples more.

To accumulate: 3124 PYFU of condomless anal

sex. 

Why continue PARTNER in a second phase:
HPTN 052, PARTNER stage 1 and stage 2

FUNDING strategy for PARTNER stage 2

• Total cost for PARTNER stage 2 (2014-2017)
• 653.000 €

The funders can be :
• Industry

• Global funds

• National/local funder

Funding so far:
• Industry: 200.000 €

• National funds: 67.000 €

Remaining to be fundraised: 386. 000 €

FUNDING strategy for PARTNER stage 2
Funding in the participating countries

Reimbursement amount per country based on phase 1 enrolment numbers
Any national fundraising possibilities?
Other suggestions?


